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was a ritualistic act, and ritualism of this nature was an unmistakable symptom of a seriously unbalanced mind. Evidently, the wife killer would be easier to crack than
expected, because his shell was already badly fractured..Both angry and mortified, yet still fearful, a walking multimedia collage of emotions, Junior left the gallery..One
problem: Nolly Wulfstan, Quasimodo without a hump, probably repaired to this convenient club after work, to down a few beers, because this was surely as close as he
would ever get to a halfway attractive woman. The detective would think that he and Junior were here for the same reason-to gawk at nearly naked babes and store up
enough images of bobbling breasts to get through the night-and he would not be able to comprehend that for Junior the attraction was the dance, the intellectual thrill of
experiencing a new cultural phenomenon..Now, Obadiah produced a pack of playing cards as though from a secret pocket in an invisible coat. "Like to see a little
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something?"."Crafty men need to stick together," he said. "Men who have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they pit us one against the other, for their gain not ours. We sell
em our power. Why do we? If we went our own way together, we'd do better, maybe.".To the window. The warm room sucked cooling fog out of the night, and she leaned
across the sill into the streaming mist..At Tom Vanadium's request, the taxi dropped him one block from his new-and temporary-home shortly before ten o'clock in the
evening..She was four years older than Phimie. They hadn't i;.mn a great deal of each other during the past three years, since Celestina had come to San Francisco.
Although distance and time, the press of her studies, and the busyness of daily life had not made her forget that she loved Phimie, she had forgotten the purity and the
power of love. Rediscovering it now, she was shaken so badly that she had to pull a chair to the side of the bed and sit down..Barty grinned mischievously. "One of the
places we visited today. Some big kids. They saw this scary movie, said they had to wash their shorts after.".The syphilitic-monkey comparison struck Tom Vanadium as
bizarre, but it turned out to be a sober judgment based on experience. In his fifties, Sparky had worked as the chief of maintenance at a medical-research laboratory,
where-among other projects-monkeys had been intentionally infected with syphilis and then observed over their life span. In the terminal stages, some of the primates
engaged in such outr? behavior that they had prepared Sparky for his eventual encounter with Enoch Cain..Paul withdrew the pistol from the drawer. The weapon didn't feel
as good to him as guns always felt in the hands of pulp heroes..The calls to Bellini in San Francisco and to others in Oregon were made with a prayer for news, but the
prayer went unanswered. Cain had not been seen, heard from, smelled, intuited, or located by the pestering clairvoyants who had attached themselves to the sensational
case..As outgoing as his twin uncles were introverted, Barty didn't withdraw from the festivities. Agnes never needed to remind him that family and guests took precedence
over even the most fascinating characters in fiction, and the boy's delight in the company of others pleased his mother and made her proud..He was still her boy. As always,
her boy. Bartholomew. Barty. Her sweetie. Her kiddo..If Junior was not discreet, and if gossip about the widower Cain and the sexy nurse began to circulate, Vanadium
would be on the case again even if it had been closed. The cop was sick, hateful, driven by unknowable inner demons. Although he might for the moment have been reined
in by those in higher office, mere gossip of a spicy nature would be excuse enough for him to open the file again, which he'd surely do without informing his superiors..The
friendship, the work, and not least of all the sense of home and belonging that everyone felt within minutes of crossing Agnes's threshold-these things appealed to Celestina
and Grace. But they didn't want Paul to feel that his hospitality was unappreciated.."Everyone knows about Vanadium. He's a crusader, self-appointed champion of truth,
justice, and the American way. A holy fool, if you will. With the case closed, he has no authority to harass you.".IN HIS FORD VAN filled with needlepoint and Sklent and
Zedd, Junior Cain-Pinchbeck to the world-left the Bay Area by a back door. He took State Highway 24 to Walnut Creek, which might or might not have walnuts, but which
offered a mountain and a state park named for the devil: Mount Diablo. State Highway 4 to Antioch brought him to a crossing of the river delta west of Bethel Island. Bethel,
for those who had taken good advanced courses in vocabulary improvement, meant "sacred place.".At the end of his fourth month, instead of in his seventh, he said
"Mama," and clearly knew what it meant. He repeated it when he wanted to get her attention..The operator attempted to calm him, but he remained hysterical. Between
gasps and sharp squeals of pretended pain, he shakily rattled off his name, address, and phone number..He still had work to do here. Properly disposing of Thomas
Vanadium, however, was the most urgent piece of business..Shifting the Suburban out of park, Wally said, "I didn't know Baptists indulged in wagering.".Industrial Woman,
which he'd purchased for a little more than nine thousand dollars, less than eighteen months ago and at another gallery, would fetch at least thirty thousand in the current
market, so rapidly had Bavol Poriferan's reputation risen..Grace, having just finished washing a sinkful of dishes, stood monitoring the application of the icing and drying her
hands, when the telephone rang. She picked it up, and as she said, "Hello," the front of the house exploded..In a red coat with a red hood, Bartholomew appeared first in
the arms of the tall lanky man, the Ichabod Crane look-alike, who also had a large tote bag hanging from his shoulder..Harmless though they were, the sight of them,
swaddled and for the most part concealed, first troubled him and then quickly brought him --inexplicably, irrationally, undeniably--to the trembling edge of outright fear..He
spent the afternoon with her and stayed for dinner. He ate at her bedside, feeding both himself and her, balancing the progress of his meal with hers, so they finished
together. He'd never fed her before, yet he wasn't awkward with her, or she with him, and later what he remembered of dinner was the conversation, not the logistics..Edom
bit his lower lip, shook his head, and stubbornly clung to Barty's left foot..Paul shook his head. He presented a second picture of Perri, this one taken on Christmas Day,
1964, less than a month before she died. She lay in her bed in the living room, her body shrunken, but her face so beautiful and alive.."What wound? Junior wanted to ask,
but he recognized bait when he heard it, and he did not bite..During Junior's brief stroll, the sidewalk ended, giving way to the graveled shoulder of the road. He saw no one
on foot, and no vehicles passed him..Another of Junior's self-improvement projects, since moving to California, was to become a knowledgeable gourmet, also a
connoisseur of fine wines. San Francisco was the perfect university for this education, because it offered innumerable world-class restaurants in every imaginable ethnic
variety..Suddenly so many of Zedd's greatest maxims seemed to conflict with one another, when previously they had together formed a reliable philosophy and guide to
success..They had not come to Junior yesterday in their grief, if in fact they had thought to grieve..To celebrate, Junior went to a gallery and purchased the second piece of
art in his collection. Not sculpture this time: a painting..Occasionally, when Junior returned home from a day of gallery hopping or an evening at a restaurant, Industrial
Woman-the artist's title-scared away his mellow mood. More than once, he'd cried out in alarm before realizing this was just his prized Poriferan.
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